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1 Cor. Cap. x1iv.-Ver. xx x11. 
For God is not the Author of (onfuſtun, but of T 


Peace. 


»- _T HAT there is a God, and thatthis 
= = God was the Maker, and is the 
\( | Ae? fl Prelerver , atid Diſpoſer of all 
6 ; things, 1s a Truth generally con- 
ſented to by all Mankind: ' A. 
gain, that this God, who made us, 
: Ws and preſerves us, and provides 

for us, is to be Worſhipped, and Adored, and Obeyed 
us; no Man, that acknowledgeth there is ſuch a God, 
can be ſo unreaſonable as rodeny. Laſtly, that there 
can be no Way of Vorlhipping, or of Serving God, 
fo Fit, ſo Safe, or f6 Acceptable unto him, as that 
which himſelf preſcribes, I prefume there is no conſt. 
dering Perſon bot he muſt needs grant. And there- 
fore, all Wiſe Men that ever took upon them.ro teach 
Religion, or the Way to {crve God, howloeverthey 
have differed in the Matter of their Do&trine, they 
have always agreed in the Manner of propetng, or 
A 2 Tradition 


ws 
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Tradition of it, whileſt either they pretended falſly, or 
profeſſed truly ſome Divine: Revelation , or other , to- 
authorize and countenance whatſoever Religion it 
was, which they taught the People. \_. 

Thbs Numa Pompiluus (though he: himſelF devifed 
all that ridiculous rabble” of Superſticious Ceremonies 
with which he taught the Pagan Romans to Worlhip 
their falſe Gods ) yer he pretended a Divine Revelati. 
on from the Goddels Egeria for them-all. And thus 
Mabomet, that impious and impure Impoſtor, preten- 
ded an Inſpiration fromthe Holy Ghoſt -( by the whil- 

ering of a Dove into his Ear) for all that Farrago or 
Fiotch-potch of lies and. blaſphemies in his curſed 4/- 
coran, mheechy.lo greata part of the World hath/been 
ſo. groſly abuſed, and ſo ſtrangely ſeduced for above 
a thouſand years together. To conclude, there neyer 
was any Religion in the World, (whoſoever was the 
Deviſer, or Teacher of it) but it was always fathered 
upon. God ; whereby ir plainly appears, that even _ 
thoſe men that taught others ro WorſhipGod falſly, 
did themſelyes believe, that none could'be taught to 
Worſhip God truly, but by God himſelf, or by ſuch 
ri were taught of him, what they were to teach 0- 
thers. 

And therefore what the Deviſers and Teachers of 
all falſe Religions pretended falſly.; the very ſame did 
the Teachers of true Religion protels truly , namely, 
chat they. were ſent from God, and that the Doctrine 
which they taught others was neither more nor leſs 
than that what God himſelf had caught them. Thus 
Moſesthe Lawgiver of the 01d Teſtament,was but Gods 

| mouth, 


= 
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mouth whereby he ipake uato the Jews, as Aaron Was 


his mouth when he ſpake. unto Pharaoh ; nay, thus. 


even our Saviour Chriſt himſelf, the Law-giver of the 
New Teſtament, tells us that he ſpake not of himſelf, 
but as he had.heard of his Father : For my Doftrine 
(ſaith he) . is not mine, but bis that ſent me, Joh. 7. 16. 
Now as the Doctrine which Moſes and the Prophets 
at firſt taught the Jews, ſo the Doctrine which Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles at farſt taught the Chriſtians, was evi- 
denced to comefram God, or to be the Truth of God, 
by their doing of ſuch things for the Confirmation of 


it, as none could do but God, or could not be done -- 


but by the. power of God. Bur then as in the Jewiſh 
Church after Moſes and the Prophets were dead and 


'gone, there were ſome that late in Moſes Chair , who 


id inthe name of Moſes and the Prophets , teach the 


People to believe and do ſuch things as never were - 
raught either by Moſes, or any of the. Prophets : ſo in 


the Chriſtian Church likewiſe, after C _ and his. 4po- 


ſtles were gone, there were ſome that ſucceeded them - 


in the Governing and Teaching of thaChurch, eſpe- 
cially ſome of Hoſe that pretended to fit in St. Peter's 
Chair, who in the name of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
have introduced ſuch Dofrines and Prattifes into the 
Chriſtian World, as never were. taught by Chriſt,. or 


any of his Apoſtles; nay, ſuch as are quite contrary to + 


the Belief and Pratkiſe of the firſt Chriſtians. 


Again, as ſome of thoſe who ate in Moſes's Chair, 
perceiving there was nomng in the Writings of Moſes, 
or the Prophets ( rightly underſtood ) to countenance + 


thera in their own Ambitious, and Covetous Deſigns, 


and ; 
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and yet not daring in terminis,or paint-blank to contra- 
di the Doctrine of Moſes,or the Prophets,for fear of the 
Jews, they dideither wreſt, what Mofes and the Prophets 
had written, to their ownlſenſe, by falſe Gloſſes and In- 
terpretations,as the Scribes did, (witneſs Chrifts Sermon upon 
the Mount to convince them of it ); or they did pretend 
to unwritten Traditions ſucceſſively derived to them 
from Moſes, and the Prophets; and conſequently of 
equal Authority to the Prophetical Writings themſelves; 
as the Phariſees taught the People, and chereby did nor 
only teach them to Worſhip God in vain by teaching for 
Dotrines the Traditions of men, Matt. 1 5. 9. but to make 
the Word of God it ſelf of none effet, Mark 7. 13. The 
ormer., when by ſeme of cheir Traditions they made 
more than-God had commanded by Moſes or the Pro. 
ts to be neceſlary ; the latter, when by other of 
their Traditions they made that which God had com- 
. manded by Moſes and the Prophets, not tobe neceſſary , 
even (o, or juſt inthe like-manner and to the fame 
ends, there.be ſome that pretend to be the true, nay, 
the only true Succeſlors of Chriſt, and his 4poſtles ; 
| who not finding in the Goſpel of Chriſt (as it is recor. 
ded by the. Evangeh;/ts, and the Apoſtles) enough to 
ſervetheir turns in order to their own Ambitious and 
Worldly Deftgns, and yet nor daring openly ro avow 
any other Golgel for fear of St. Paul's Anathema, and 
.of. diſcovering themſelves to be Antichriſt, or at leaſt 
the: fore-runners of Antichriſt, they make men believe 
that to be the Doctrine of Chrift which indeed is not ; 
partly by interpreting the Apoſtolical Writings in their 
own ſence, and partly by pretending Apoſtolical Tradi- 
on 
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oxs for that which cannot by any Interpretation be 
wreſted from the Apoſtolical Writings. And by this 
means in procels of time,they have made Chriſt's King. 
dom, which, he himſelf cells us, is not of this World, to 
be of this Woxld, and themſelves to be the Governours 
of it ; and whoſoever will not be Perſwaded, muſt be 
Compell'd to believe it. 

And thus the Evangelical Dove is made a prey to the 
Roman Eagle,whilſt Maxims of Humane Policy are taught 
for Articles of Divine Faith, and men are made to be- 
lieve that God is the Author of ſuch Doftries, and Pra- 
Fices, as are contrary, not only to the Truth of his 

Word, but to the Holineſs of his Nature. I mean ſuch 
Doftrines and Prafiices, as tend to the Diſtraftion and 
Deſtruftion of Kingdoms and States; as it Chriſt came 
not to ſave the World ( as he ſaich he did ) but to de. 
ftroy it, which he ſaith he did not : or as it God were 
not the Author of Peace, as St. Paul, (aith he is, but the 
Author of Confuſion, which St. Paul ſays he is not. But 
let God be true and every Man a lyar. And God (as Sr. 
Paul tells us in my Text ) is not the Author of Confuſion, 
but of Peace. 


In which Words we are to conſider, 
1. The Occaſion, 
2. TheSenſe or Meaning, 
3- The Intention or Scope, 
4+ The Uſe, or Uſes, which by Way of Applicati. 
on we are to make of them. 
Firſt then, as to the Occaſion of theſe Words, it is ., : 
impli- gon. 


— 
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implied in the firſt of them, in the Word, For; which, 
being a Note of connexion, muſt needs argue that the 
Words following have a relation to ſomething ſpoken 
of before,as the Occaſion of them. Now that which S. 
Paxl had ſpoken of before, and whereunto this Saying 
of his doth relate, was the dangerous condition, which 
thoſe of that Churchof Corinth were then in,by reaſon of 
certain erroneous, and ſeditions Doftrines,which under the 
notion of Apoſtolical truths, were cunningly infuſed into 
them, and creduloufly entertain'd by them, as appears 
by many Paſſages in this, and the precedent Chapters, 
eſpecially the firſt, where the 4poſtle tells them he had 
heard there were Diviſions amongſt them, ſome ſay - 
ing-they were of Paul, others of (ephas, and others 
of Chriſt, and each of every ſort excluſively to all the 
reſt ; thereby excommunicating one another, by ap- 
propriating Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and the Apoſtolical 
Doctrine unto themſelves : as if all that did not be- 
lieve in Chriſt, juſt as they did, were no Chriſtians. 
Beſides, ſome of them to gain Proſelytes unto them- 
ſelves, and toincreaſe and ſtrengthen their own Party, 
were content to diſpence in point -of PraCtiſe wich 
choſe that were, or would be of their Faction, by per- 
mitting, or at leaſt by conniving at Incefluous Marria- 
ges, Cap. 5. 2. as likewiſe with the Ceparting of Wives 
trom their Husbands, and a fortiori with departing of 
Husbands from their Wives, Cap. 7. 10. and of Ser- 
vants from their Maſters, Verſ. 20, and 21. of the 
ſame Cap. and by the Jame reaſon, of Children from 
their Parents, and of Subjets from their Soveraigns al- 
lo. * Now certainly the Teaching of ſuch DoFrines 
and 
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and the Allowing of ſuch Praiſes as theſe, muſt needs 
rend to the diſturbance of the _ Peace, and to 
the introducing of Diſorder and Confuſion, not into 
Churches only, but into States alſo. 

Now this being then the State of Corinth, whereunto 
it was brought by ſuch as pretended to be Apoſtles, or 
to be as infallible at leaf as the Apoſtles themſelves 
were; nay, and were believed to be fo, by thoſe 
whom they had ſeduced,and who being ſeduced could 
not chuſe but adhere to their ſeducers, and to the Do- 
'Arines they were taught by them , until they were 
convinced of the falſhood of thoſe Dofrines, and con. 
ſequently of the fallibility of their Teachers, by ſome 
ſuch argument, as neither they , nor their teachers 
habe could diſprove, or deny : therefore St.Paul 
to prove thoſe Dofrines to be falle, he proves them to 
be inconſiſtent with Peace, as evidently and undenia- 
bly appeared, by the Diviſionsand Fa#ions that were 
at that time in Corinth, and which St. Paul aſcribes to 
the aforeſaid DoEtrines as the natural, neceſlary, and 
unaveidable Effects of them. And this being experi- 
mentally and apparently true, it follows of neceſlity 
that either thoſe Dofrines which cauſed thoſe Fa#ions, 
and Diviſions, and Confuſions, were falſe, and conſe- 

uently that the Teachers of them were Seducers and 
Ale Apoſtles, which was that whereof St. Paul was to 
convince the Corinthians ; or elſe, that ſuch Dorines 
as are naturally and neceſlarily the cauſe of Contenti- 
on and Confuſion are true Do&rines, which if either 
the Seducers were ſo Impudent asto affirm, or the Se- 
duced lo Fooliſh as to believe, they muſt needs fo 

B an 
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"MW 
The Senſeor Occaſion of theſe Words, I am now, in the ſecond place, 
Means: to give you the plain Senſe and Meaning of them. 


and believe likewiſe , that ſuch Doctrines ( notwith- 
ſtanding their being the cauſe of Faction and Confuſi. 


'on) mult be from God, or that God muſt be the Au- 


thor of them; becauſe God is the Author of all 
Truth, and conſequently ſuch Do&trines, ſuppoſing 
them to be true, muſt needs be ſuppoſed to come from 
God, as the Author ; and if as the Author, then as the 
Approver of them alſo. But this Suppoſition is im. 
offible to be True, nay, it is blaſphemouſlly Falſe, as 
bein indeed a contradiction not only to the Word, or 
revealed Will of God, but even to Gods very Nature, 
and Effence it ſelf ; as St.Paul demonſtratively proves 
by this Theological Principle or Apboriſmin my Text,when 
he tells us, that God is not the Author of Confuſion, but of 
Peace; which being a Theological Principle (as I ſaid be- 
fore} needs no Proof, it being ſelf-evident to any one 
that believes there is a God, and conſiders what God 
is, and what is meanÞ#either by ( onfuſion, or by Peace ; 
and what it is to be the Author of the one, or of the 0- 
ther. 
And therefore having ſhewed you what was the 


And here I do not iatend to ingage my ſelf in a 
Diſcourſe either of (Confuſron or of Peace in the gene- 
ral Latitude or Extent of the Words ; and much leſs by 
way of (ommon-place, to give you a Catalogue of all 
the bleſſed Effects of the one, or of all the miſchie- 
vous Conſequences of the other ; but only to tell you, 
Firſt, What is meant by the word ( onfuſion, and what 
is meant by the word Peace in the Text. Secondly, To 
| : ſhew 
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ſhew you how, and in what ſence, God may be ſaid 
to be the Author of the one, and not the Author of the 
other. 

Firſt then by the word Confuſion here in this place, is 
meant the unſetling, diſordering, and diſturbing of 
any Society Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, whether it be by 
force or fraud, by Words or Actions : and conſequent- 
ly by the word Peace, as it is here oppoſed to the word 
C _—_— is meant neither the Internal peace of Grace, 
nor the Eternal peace of Glory, ( though God be the 
Author, and the Author us i522, of peace in both 
theſe notions alſo) but only an External peace here in 
this World, as it is the vIz$i« or the v2yugrie, the well- 
ordering or happy Conſtitution of a Church or State. 
And this .is that which St. Paul in my Text means by 
Confuſion and Peace, when he ſaith, that God is not the 
Author of the one, and is the Author of the other. 

Burt then, Secondly, If by Peace be meant Order and 
Settlement, and by Confuſion be meant Diſorder and 
Diſturbance in Churches and States, how can God be « 
ſaid to be the Author of the one and not of the othey ? 
ſeeing there be ſo many places of Scripture, wherein 
the putting down as well as the ſetting up, the overturning 
and overthrowing as well as the lupporting and ecſta- 
bliſhing, the diflo]ucion and deſolation as well as the 
ſafery and preſervation, and conſequently the Confu- 
ſion, as well as the Peace of Kingdoms,C hurches and States, 
are in expreſs terms aſcribed unto God. 

[ anſwer, that the diſturbing and confounding of 
Kingdoms, States, and Churches , may be conſidered 
either as they are mala Culpe or mala Peng; that is, 

B 2 either 
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either as they are Sins, or Puniſhments for Sin. Now 
as they are mala Culpe. or fins in themſelyes, ſo the 
are not from God, nor cannot be aſcribed to God, but 
to the inordinate or immoderate Paſſions of thoſe 
Men, who are citherthe Agents in them, or the Con- 
trivers, Abetters and Fomenters of them, accordin 
to that of. the Apoſtle, From whence come Wars * from 
whence come. fightings among you ? come they not from hence, 
even from your Luſts* Jam. 4.1. And yet the ſame 
Diſorders, and Diſturbances, which, as they are mala 
Culpe, or Evils of fin, muſt be aſcribed unto Men ; 
may, .nay. they muſt ( as they aremala Pene, or Pu- 
niſhments for fin, be aſcribed unto God, as the vindi- 
cative efte&ts of Divine Juſtice. But by Confaſion in 
my Text is meant only malum Culpe, the Evil of fin in 
thoſe that are the diſturbers of Churches and States; and 
therefore God cannot be ſaid to be the Author of it. 
The truth is, that neither God nor Man can properly 
be ſaid to be the Author of any thing, which is not done 
either immediately by himſelf, or mediately by his 
Command, or at leaſt either by his Advice and Dire- 
ction , or by his Conſent and Approbation : but this 
' cannot be ſaid of Confuſion in Churches or States in refe- 
rence unto God: for neither is God the worker of it 
himſelf, neither doth he command, or adviſe, or di- 
re, or allow of it : Whereas he is not only the Author 
but the God of Peace ; and his Son is the Prince of Peace, 
and his Spirit is the Spirit of Peace, and his Goſpel is 
the Goſpel of Peace, and his Way is the Way of Peace : 
neither doth he command or teach any thing that is in- 
conſiſtent with Peace, in any Kind or any Degree 
whatſoever, And 
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 Andthus having ſhewed you the Occaſion and oiven 
you the Sence of theſe Words : I am now in the third 


place to ſpeak of the Apoſtles Scope or Intention in them, The Scope 
which was (as I conceive) to leave upon Record, orIntention. 


for all Polterity, a certain, a conſtant, and an infal- 
lible Ke#hiezzy or Touchſtone, whereby upon tryal, 
any man of an ordinary capacity might diſcover and 
dilcern many of thoſe Do&rmes to be falle, which the 
Apoſtle himſelf ſaw had been, and foreſaw would be, 
preached in the Church of Chriſt, and-as a part of the 
_— of Chriſt in the name ot Chriſt, to the great Pre- 
judice of Humane Society, to the great Offence and Dan- 

er of Princes and Governours, and to the great Scan- 
Jl of Chriſtianity it ſelf : namely, ſuch Doctrines as 
muſt be (if they be believed and practiſed ) deſtru- 
Qive of the publick Peace and Safety of Churches, States 
and Princes. For alchough (as I ſaid before in my 
firſt particular Y) the Occaſion of theſe Words was the 
Diſorder, Faction, and Confuſion, which St. Paul ſaw 


with his own Eyes tobe the Effects of ſuch ſeditious £. 


Doctrines as were brought into the Church and City 
of Corinth by the ſeducers of thoſe times : yer his Scope: 
and Intention in thele Words was not only co reCtihe 
the Diſorder ond Confuſion which he ſaw: in that one 
Church and State for the preſent ; bur likewiſe to pre- 
vent the ſame, or the like, or perhaps worſe Diſor- 
ders, which he foreſaw might be, and would be in any 
Church or State ; nay, in all Churches and States for the fu- 
rure, if the like DoEtrines, I mean any Doctrines in- 
conſiſtent with the publick Peace,or tending to-publick 
Confuſion, were any where elle taught and believed to 


be 


Il. 
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be from God. And therefore the ſame Uſe, which St. 
Paul then made of this Kezlnezor this Theological Principle 
in my Text, may and ought to be made of it by us 
now, if there be the ſame Occaſion for it. 

Becauſe God is as much the Author of Peace, and 
no more the Author of Confuſion now, than he was 
then. And if he be not the Author of Confuſion, he 
cannot be the Author of any Do&rine or Doctrines 
rending to Confuſion neither ; which is St. Paul's own 
Inference, and not mine. For indeed the very reaſon, 
why St. Paul tells the Corinthians that God was not the 
Author of Confuſion, but of Peace, was to convincethem, 
that many of thole Detrines, which were brought in 
among them, and pretended to be from God, were 
not from God indeed, becauſe they were inconfiſtent 
with Peace,or becauſe they tended to Confuſion : which 
could not have been a convincing Argument to them 
then as to that particular, it it were not always true in 
the general, that no Doctrine tending to Confuſion, or to 
the making of diſturbance either in Church or State, 
can truly be ſaid to be from God , or that God is the 
Author of it. 

But was not ( will you ſay) the preaching of the 
Goſpel, the preaching of my it ſelf, che Cauſe of 
great Commotions and Diſturbances in the World ? 
and was it not in this reſpect that Chriſt himſelf ſaith 
that be came to ſend a Sword, and not Peace ? and con- 
ſequently ir ſeems that either Chriſtian Religion it (elf 
mult be falſe, or that ſome Dofrines that caule Diſtur- 
bance and Confuſton inthe World may be true. 


To 


— 
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To this which is the only conſiderable 0bjeftion I Anſw. 
can think of, I anſwer, that Chriſtian Religion was in. 
deed the Occaſion, but not the Cauſe of thole Commoti. 
ons and Diſturbances,which it did not make,burt meer 
with in the World, when it was firſt publiſhed. For 
thole Commotions (whatſoever they were) did not 

roceed from mens believing and obeying,but from their 
not believing or their not obeying the DoEtrines of the Goſ- 
pel. 

And as for the Sword that Chriſt ſaith he came to - 
ſend intoche World, it was a Sword of paſſive Perlecu. 
tion, and nota Sword of aFive Invaſion, Reſiſtance or 
Rebellion: it was a Sword wherewith Chriſtians were - 
to be {lain themſelves, and not a Sword with which 
they were to deſtroy others : the Weapons of their War- 
fare being Spiritual.to work upon the Soul, and not Car- 
nalto make any impreſſion upon the Body : the Goſpel . 
being not to be planted or propagated by force ( as the 
Turkiſh Alcoran was ) but by perlwading of it, and lut- 
fering for it ; nor otherwiſe to be defended .by Subjects . 
againlt their Soveraigns, but by Prayers and Tears, 
and laying dowa their lives in defence oft. The truth 
is, Chriſtian Religion truly (o called,: is. ſo far from: be- 
ing a Cauſe of Commotion or Dilturbance in King- 
doms and States; that. were.there any. Kingdom or 
State in the World, where Chriſtian Religion were 
truly raughe and truly practiſed, it would be impoſli- 
ble there ſhould beany Difſention or- Diſcord, any o- - 
pen Rebellion, or privy Conſpiracy, or any thing bur 
Concord, Unity, and Peace in ſuch a State or King- 


dom : becauſe all the Articles of the Chriſtian faith, " | 
all : 


eA Sermon Preached before 


all the Precepts of the Chriſtian praftiſe, tend unto Peace ; 
-— Peace betwixt man and manin general, by forbid- 
ding all men to Injure apy man, or to Revenge them- 


ſelves if they be injured; by commanding every man to 
do good untoall men, and each of ustolove one ano- 
ther as our own ſelves. Peace in private Families, by 
commanding H#sbands to love their Wives, and Wives 
to obey their Husbands, Parents to provide for their 
Children, and Children to be dutiful unto their Parents, 
Maſters to be juſt and kind unto their Servants, and 
Servants to be faithful, and diligent, and obedientiunto 
their Maſters. Laſtly, Peace in publick Societies, 
whether Civil or Eccleſtaſtical, nay, even in Camps and 
in Armies allo; by teaching all Swperiors to Govern 
juſtly, and prudently, and'moderately, and carefully , 
and by teaching all Inferiors to Obey readily,willingly, 
and chearfully when their Superiors command things 
lawful, and never torefiſt orrebel, but to ſuffer meek- 
ly, and patigntly, when they cannot obey, that is, 
when their Superiors commands are abſolutely 
and evidently unlawful. Whence it is (as Itold you 
before ) that the Goſpel of Chriſt is called the Goſpel of 
Peace, not only becauſe it makes men to be at Peace 
with God, and at peace with themſelves, but at peace 
with one another, nay, with all the World, as much 
and as far at leaſt as the World will ſuffer them to be 
ſo. And conſequently whatſoever Dodrine there is, 
the belief and prattiſe whereof doth cauſe diſorder, di- 
ſtraftion and confuſion, that DoRrine though it be 
Preached in the Name of Chriſt, is no part of the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, or of Chriſtian Religion truly ſo called. 
5 | Which 
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Which truth being ſo evidently grounded upon this 
Theological Principle, or Kealnecor, in my Text, and ſuth. 
ciently cleared trom the only 0bje&ion that I can ima- 

ine may be made againſt it, let us proceed to make 


that Hſe which the yr intended we ſhould make 


IV. 


of it : which is the fourth and laſt particular I propoſed The Appli- 


unto you, and which I am now to ſpeak of by way 
of Application of all that hath been ſaid in General, to 
the occaſion of this preſent-meeting of ours in Parti- 
cular : which is with all humble and hearty Thank- 
fulneſs unto God to commemorate that Great, and 
Wonderful, and almoft Miraculous Deliverance of the 
then King, Queen, and Prince, and likewiſe of all the 
Lords both Spiritual and Temporal, together with all the 
Repreſentatives both of the'Clergy,and of the Laity, from 
being all of them deſtroyed at once by the moſt hor- 
rid ( onſpiracy, and molt Diabolical defign that ever 
was hatched in Hell, or attempted here on Earth : 
and yet was no more than what thoſe who were the 
Contrivers of it, and were to be the Afors in it, were 
prompted unto by ſome of the Doctrines of that Reli- 
gion that was profeſled by them, I mean, the Religion 
of the Church of Rome. Which that it may the better 
appear unto you, the fir/t Uſe I will make of St. Paul's 
Kerhexor or Touchſtone in my Text, ſhall be by way 
of Diſcovery or Conviction. 

For it according to the Apoſtolical Aphoriſme or Canon 
in my Text God be not the Author of Confuſion, but of 
Peace ; then whatſoever Church it is that makes God the 
Author of Confuſion, by teaching ſuch Do&trines in his 
Name, as muſt, if they be believed and praQtiſed, of 

C neceſl1- 
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neceſlity produce Confuſion ; it is not an Orthodox or 
true believing Church, how confident ſoever it ma 
pretend to be ſo; but a Company of Fereticks and 
Schiſmaticks, lo tar forth at leaſt as they teach and pra- 
Etice any ſuch Doctrines. 

And ſuch indeed are all the ſeveral Sorts and Sefs 
of Diſſenters from our Church ar this time here in Eng- 
land, by what denomination ſocver they are called 
and diſtinguiſhed from us, and from one another : 
who though they differ in many things _— them- 
ſelves, yet in theſe two Particulars they all agree; 
namely, Firſt, In maligning and oppoſing of the 
Church of England: and, Secondly, In teaching ſuch 
Doctrines as muſt neceſſarily, it they be believed and 
practiſed, produce FaCtiofi, and Sedition and Confu- 
fon amongſt us, and conſequently muſt needs (if the 
teachers of them be not ſuppreſled or reſtrained) be 
finally at one time or another deſtructive to the Peace 
and Safety of the preſent Government in the State as 
well as in the Church. Which though ic might be ve. 
rified ( more orleſs) of all the ſeveral Se&s chat dil- 
ſent from us, yet becauſe the DoFrines tending to Se- 
dition and Rebellion which are held by all the reſt, 
ſeem to be derived, and borrowed from thoſe of the 
Church of Rome, and becaule the Deliverance , we this 
day Celebrate, was from a Popiſh, and not from-a 
Presbyterian Conſpiracy ( though ſome of the Popiſh 
Party did give it out it was) I ſhall at this time 
make uſe of the Touchſtone in the Fext, in relation 
only to ſuch Dofrines and Maxims as are held and 
caught in the Churchof Rome, and which muſt needs 
be 
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be falſe, if S. Paul's Touchſtone be true; becauſe by evi. 
dent and neceſſary conſequence, they make God to be 
the Author of Confuſion,or ar leaſtto be believed to be ſo. 

Such are, Firſt, The Doftrine of the Popes Supre- 
macy, and that not of Order or Precedency only, but 
of Authority and Juriſdiction alſo. Abſolute Au- 


thority and Univerſal Juriſdiction, * ſupra univerſam *Bell.de Cor- 


Ecclefiam, (aith Bellarmine, over the Univerſal Church, 
that 15, over all Chriſtians, and conſequently, over all 
_— States as well as Churches, and over Kings as 
well as Subjefts, and that not im Spiritualibus only, bur 
in Temporalibus allo. For omne jus Regum 4 me pendet, 
All the Right which Kings have is from me, ſaid Pope 
Clement the V. in the Council of Vienna. He ſhould 
have ſaid Per me Reges regnant, by me Kings reign , 
and then he had ſpoken like a Rex Regum, and Domi- 
nus Dominantium, a King of Kings, and Lord of Lords 


indeed, as ſome of his Flatterers * are not aſhamed * 4ugue. 
Steuch, An- 
ton. de Roſel= 


to call him. In the mean time, whether this Pleni- 
tudo Poteſtatis, this fulneſs of Power in Temporals as well 
as in Spirituals be in the Pope direfly, as Barenius, Ca- 
rerius and all the Caſuiſts hold ; or indirely only, or in 
order to the enabling him for the better exerciſing of 
his ſpiritual juriſdi&tion, as Bell:rmine, and with him 
the whole Tribe of Jeſuits ſay; it matters not: For 
which way ſoever it be held, this Doctrine is deſtru- 
Etive to the Soveraignty of Princes over their own Sub- 
jets, and conſequently to the Obedience of Subjects to 
their own Soveraigns; than which, what can be more 
deſtructive to the Peace and Safety of a State ? And yet 
this is that Article of Faith, which Bellarmine, in his 
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chiding Letter ro Blackwell the Arch-Prieſt here in 


England, calls the foundation of the Catholick (he ſhould 
have ſaid of the Roman Catholick ) Religion : for ſo in- 


deed it is. 


And that you may ſee what chey mean to build up- 
on this Foundation, it is a ſecond Doctrine of theirs, 


Convenit i- That Princes Excommunicated and Depoſed by the Pope may 


ter omnes poſſe 


Pontif. Max. 
Hereticos 
Principes jure 
deponere. 


Tort. Tort. 
P- 325» 


Drod Reges 
pofſant dep- 
xi a Subditis 
ob multas 
cauſas. Bel- 
lar, de Pon- 
tif.lib.5.c.10, 
Bellarm. in 
Recoz. lib. 
Deſt. de 


L atcis, 


be not only deſerted, but deſtroyed by their Subjefts ; as be- 
ing not only abſolved from their Allegiance, but obli- 
ged to put the Popes Sentence in execution; which if 
they cannot do themſelves, they are to joyn with any 
foreign Prince, to whom the Pope ſhall pleaſe to give 
away the Kingdom (as hedid this of England to Lewis 
of France in King Johns time ) And againſt this Do- 
Arine it was, that the Oath of Allegiance was ſpecially 
intended,and for this Doctrine ſake it was,that the Pope 
forbad all of his party to take the Oath. 

Again to the end that Subjes might with the leſs 
ſcruple of Conſcience conſpire and rebel againſt their 
Soveraigns, when they ſhall be Excommunicated or 
declared Hereticks by the Pope; there is another Do- 
frine of the Church of Rome, which tcacheth them, 
That all power which Sovereign Princes have over their Peo- 
ple, is derived from the People, and may be reſumed by the 
People, to be transferred and collated upon any whom 
the Supreme Paſtor ſhall think fit to inveſt with ir. 
This Doctrine was propoſed and defended in the 
Council of Trent by Jacobus Laynez the Popes Divine 


” there emphatically ſo called, and one of the firſt Je- 
ſuits who is herein followed by Bellarmine,and by all of 
the ſame Order. And this Doctrine laith King James 


(in 
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(in his Admonition to Chriſtian Princes ) 1s fundamentum Regir Jacoti 


ſeditionis, the ground or foundation of Sedicion. 
Fourthly, That the Pope may always have a Party of 


all States and Kingdoms; it is another of cheir Do- 
ctrines , that all the Clergy in all places are exempted from 
all ſecular Juriſdition in all Cauſes criminal , whether Civil. 
or Eccleſiaſtick: lo that there is no Prince ( whether he 
be of the Roman Communion or no ) but he hath thou- 
ſands that are born, and bred, and live under the Pro- 
tection of his Laws, and that are not ſubject co him, 
but to a foreign Power : neither are they anſwerable 
to him for any Crime they do or may commit (whe- 
ther Murder, Felony, or Treaſon) unleſs the Pope will 
give him leave to proceed againſt them ; which Exem- 
ptron ( where it is allowed of) gives that Clergy cou- 
rage to attempt any thing for che Pope againſt Princes ; 
eſpecially being unmarried, and conſequently not ha. 
ving that obligation of Wife and Children upon them, 
which other men have, to indear them unto their 


Country , and their Country unto them , they are 


always the readier and the willinger to ſerve him up- 
on whom wholly and only they depend. And in order 
trothat end no doubt it was that both Marriage was for. 
bidden, and Exemption from Secular Jurijdition was 

ranted unto the Clergy, though Suarez laith che latter 
of thele is of Divine Right, and therefore is ſo general 
that it admits of no exception, and lo certain that it 
cannot be denied, without contradifting an Article 
of Faith, I ſuppoſe he means the Article of the Pope's 
Supremacy , Whereunto the Exemption of the Clergy 
rom 


monitio ad 
Principes 

. ; ; ' Chriſtianos, 
his own and immediately depending upon himſelf in p-333- 
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from Secular Juriſdi&ion is ſubſcrvient in a very high 
degree, and no leſs dangerous to the ſafety of Kings 
and Princes, as King James obſerves in the aforeſaid 
Admonition. 

Now if Kings or States to prevent the danger they 
are in by the aforeſaid Doftrines ſhall require an Oath 
of Allegiance from their Subjects upon ſuch Penalties, 
as that they dare not but take it, they have another Do- 
ctrine of Equivocation, or Mental Reſervation, whereby 
they are qualified to ſay or unſay, to [wear or forſwear 
any thing that ſhall be or can be propoſed unto them, 
and thereby to avoid both the Penalty of refuſing, and 
the Conſcience of performing this or any other Oath 
whatſoever. 

But if the Oath be fo warily and ſo ſtrictly word- 
ed as that as it obligeth chem to take God to witneſs, 
that they (wear what they do ſwear without any Equi- 
vocation or Mental Reſervation, asthey mult if they take 
the Oath of Allegiance; then the Gordian Knot which 
cannot be untied mult be cut alunder by the omnipo- 
rent power of Papal Diſpenſation. For Catholici omnes 
intelligunt ( ſaith Tortus or Bellarminus larvatus,) All 
Catholicks underſtand that it belongs to the Popes 
Power to Abſolve not only from Sins, but from Pe- 
nances, from Cenlures, from Laws, and from Vous, 
and from Oaths too. 

But what if it be part of the Oath to abjure the 
Popes Power of Diſpenſing with that Oath ( as it is 
in the Oath of Allegiance ) why ! yet they have another 
Doctrine to help them at a dead lift, which is, that 
kaith4s not to be kept with Hereticks ; and it 1s not to be 

ſuppoſed 
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ſuppoſed that Catholick Princes or States will tender 
ſuch an Oath as takes away one of the beſt lowers of 
the Popes Triple Crown ; eſpecially if his Power of Di- 
ſpenſing be taken in the largeſt extent, or- according to 
the practiſe of it; for ſo it reacherh to the ratifying or 
making void of any thing, not as it is right or wrong, 
lawful or unlawful, butas it is, or is not, for the Inte- 
reſt ot him and of his See; though it be to the undoing 
of -Families, the diſ.inheriting of right Heirs, or the 
embroyling-of Kingdoms in long and bloody Wars, 
as hath been often xm by his Diſpenſing with Ince- 
ftuous Marriages, by his Legitimating unlawful [ſlues, 
and by his permitting cauſeleſs Divorces, which muſt 
needs produce endleſs Diſputes, and irreconcileable 
Quarrels in the World. 

Totheſe [ will add but one Doctrine of theirs more, 
and that is, the Indiſpenſable Obligation of their Prieſts 
to conceal (I ſuppoſe they mean from all but the Pope) 
Whatſoever they hear in Confeſſion, though it be the inten. 
ded murder of Kings, or deſtruction of States, ſaith 


Cardinal Toletz nay, the ruin of the World, faith : 


Henriques ; which is ſo horrid a Doctrine ( as King 
James (aith in his before-cited Admonition ) that no 
Prince or State can be ſafe where there be ſuch Confeſ- 
ſors ; no, nor Romiſh Catholick Princes themalelves, as 
appears by Henry the I. and Henry the IV. of France, 
who would neither of them haye been ſo barbarouſly 
murdred as they were, had not Fryar Clement and Ra- 
villiac's Confeſſors been of this opinion. Sothar of 
what Religion ſoever they be,neither Princes nor States 
can be ſecured from thedanger of this Doctrine,much 


leſs. 
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le from the danger of this andall the former : of all 
which I may boldly ſay that if the Kerhiezoy or touch- 


one of my Text be true, my one of them is falſe, 


and conſequently none of them from the God of truth, 
who is the Author of Peace, but all and every one of 
them from him who is the Author of Lies, who is the 
6 aoy1pos and the s amAvey, the ſtirrer up of Strife, and 
the Author of Confuſion ; whence it follows, that the 
Church that teacherh ſuch Dofrines, is ſo far from being 
the Catholick, that ſhe is not ſo much as an Orthodox 
Church ; (o far from being the only true Church, that ſhe 
is not ſo much as a true Church, I mean ina moral 
ſence, or (o far at leaſt as ſhe teacheth ſuch Doctrines. 


If it be replyed, that it is not the Church of Rome it 
ſelf, but only ſome particular Dodfors of that Church 
that teach all or any of the aforeſaid ſeditious Dofrines. 
I anſwer, that theſe and the like Do&rines being pub- 
lickly aflerted, and maintained by the chief Pillars, 
and Profeſſors of that Church, and notoriouſly coun- 


. tenanced and abetted by the Head of that Church, 


and never condemned, cenſur'd, or diſclaimed by 
the Repreſentative Body of that Church; no, nor ſo 
much as takea notice of, as dangerous, or erroneous, 
by their Index expurgatorius , Which cenſures all ſuch 
Authors and Opinions as that Church doth not ap- 
prove of : we muſt needs conclude them to be the 
Doctrines of the Church it ſelf, and not of ſome of her 
particular Doors and Profeſſors only ; though ſome 
of her particular Dofors may Diſſent from ſome of 


chem, which ſignifie little or nothing, as long as the 
Head 
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Head of the Church approves them, and as long as 
they all hold the Pope to be Head of the Church, where- 
unto the whole Body of the Church muſt ſubmir, and 
whereby it muſt be guided; and conſequently , they 
all hold he hath an Hniverſ Juriſdiftion ever all Chri- 
ſians, which is the me&mv Yeo, the firſt of thoſe falſe 
ſeditious DoCtrines, I before named ; and whereunto 
all the reſt are but inſtrumental, and ſubſervient, as 
being at firſt invented, and eyer ſince maintain'd in 


order either to the bringing in , or keeping up of that * 


grand Impoſture (as one of our Biſhops calls it) I mean 
the pretended Soveraignty of the Papacy 'over all Chri. 
ſteadom, which wholoever will acknowledg and ſub. 
mit unto, he may hold either pro or con in almoſt all 
of the Controverted points beſides, and yet be a good 
atholick as they call him, as appears by the offer made 
by Paul the IV. to Queen Elizabeth, which was this, 
That if ſhe would acknowledg his Supremacy, and take 
it as a Favour from him, or as aa Indulgence granted 
by him and by his Authority , Gratiam fafturum Ponti. 
ficem, ut ſacra hic omnia hoc ipſo quo nunc ſunt apud nos mo- 
do procurari fas eſſet ; his Holineſs would graciouſly di- 
ſpence with our way of ſerving of God ia all chings 
pertaining to his Worſhip, in the very ſame manner 
as now wedo : They are the words of Biſhop Andrews 
one of the Worthieſt, moſt Pious, and moſt Learned 
of my Predeceſſors, in his Tortura Torti, from whence 
(as he infers} it plainly appears that the wag» *ed©., 
that which is ſo much contended for by the Pope, and 
thoſe of his Party, is not that Faith, or any part of that 
Faith, which was once delivered to the Saints, as Saint 
D Jude 
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Tude tells us, and which he exhorts us earneſtly to:can- 
tend for; but the exorbitant poweroof the Papucy, in 
and over the Church of (hriſt,tor the gaining,or keep- 
ing, or recovering of which exorbitant power , 

Ball of contention. hath been kept up for ſo-many 
hundreds of years in theChriſtian World. . 

For what was that which made that greae Schipn in 
the Church, whereby the Eaſtern were, and till are 
divided from the Weſtern Chriſtians 2. or what is that 
which now divides that of. the Roman, from all other 
Chriſtiaz Churches, but the Popes affecting and afliu. 
ming the title of {niverſal Biſhop,or of being Head of the 
whole Church 7: as if: all, other Patriarks, Metropolitans, 
and Biſhops, were all. of them but his Yicars, and.he 
Chrifts. Again, what made all thoſe quarrels firſt be- 
. twixt the Popes, and the Senate, and People of Rome, 
and afterwards betwixt the Popes and the. Roman Empe- 
7075, as likewiſe betwixt the Popes and the Kimgs of 
France, and betwixt the Popes and the Kings of England, 
whereby all Europe was ſometime in one place, a 
ſometimes in.another,diftrated and divided, and torn 
in pieces, as, it were, by Feuds, and Factions, and by 
cauſeleſs and cruel Wars, ſometimes the Father againſt 
the Son, and.ſometimes the Son againſt the Father, 
and always Chriſtians againſt-Chriſtians, What was 
the cauſe of all this, I ſay, but the extending of the 
Popes aforcſaid Primacy over the whole Chriſtian 
Ckurch in ſpiritual things, to a Supremacy over the 
whole Chriſtian World, or over all Chriſtian Princes 
and States inthe World 2 Laſtly, what was the cauſe 

of ſo many Conſpiracies againſt Queen Elizabeth, eſpe- 
cially 
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cially after her Excommunication by the Pope, which 
was ſeconded, firſt by a Rebellion in the North of Eng. 
laxd , and afterwards by the Spaniſh Invaſion in Eighty 
Eight ? or, what was the cauſe of the Gunpowder- 
Treaſon it ſelf ? was it not a zeal for the recovering 
and re-eſtabliſhing of the aforeſaid pretended power 
of the Pope here in England ? I am ſure thole that were 
the Contrivers of it and Actors in it, (as many of them 
I mean as were brought to Tryal for it) did all and 
every one of them confeſs, that to be the only cauſe 
for what they did and for what they ſuffered, namely, 
their zeal for the Catholick Religion (asthey call it) of 
_— ( as I told you before) their great Cardinal 
tells us the Popes Supremacy eſt unum ex precipuis fun- 
damentis, one i es Eilief whrhormonh POO: 
And as it was the reſtoring of the Popes pretended 
Authority that was the cauſe of that horrid Conſpiracy; 
ſo the Bull of Clement the VIIT. ( whereby a little be- 
fore the Queen died, he had forbidden all of his Party 
here to ſuffer any but a Roman Catholick to ſucceed her) 
was the ground or warrant whereupon oy undercook 
it ; as appears by what Catesby, the chief of the Lay 
Conſpirators ſaid when ſome of his Complices ſeemed 
loth to proceed in it without the Popes expreſs com- 
mand for it, or approbation of it : To what end, ſaid 
he, ſhould we trouble his Holineſs any farther ? was not the 
forbidding us to receive him warrant enough for the removing 
of him aſjoon and by what means ſoever it might be effeFted ? 
He might have added, that Heretical Princes might be 
Depoſed, or taken away by their Subjects, even be- 
fore the ſentence of Excommunication or Depoſition be 
D 2 pronounced 
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pronounced by the Pope again them, as ſome of their 
Defors hold ; and therefore there was no-reaſon they 
fhould ſtand upon ſuch formalities in a matter of ſuch 
Importance ; and which required a young Executi- 
on. And thus .no doubt they were reſolv'd in point of 
Conſcience by Garnett, the Provincial of the Jeſuits, 
at that time here in England, and the chief manager of 
this inhumane (onſpiracy, together with Oldcorn, and 

three more of the ſame Order, of all whom it was 

confeſſed by their Lay-Complices that they were not 

only privy to it, but Authors of it, I mean of the a- 

foreſaid Conſpiracy, and that they were the aforeſaid 

Feſuits that had encouraged them to undertake it ; and 
had often by the Sacrament of Penance and the Eucha- 

riſt confirmed them in theReſolution of ir,as of a moſt 

Catholick and meritorious Undertaking; and now all 

Scruples being removed, and all danger of Diſcove- 

ry being as they thought prevented, by every mans 

having taken an Oath :, ſecrecy and received the Sacra- 

ment upon it, the Eve of that day was come, which 

next to thar of Sodom and Gomorraſhould have been the 
blackeſt and diſmalleſt that ever the Sun beheld : The 
Eve of that Day which was to have been the Doomſday 
of this Kingdom : -The Eve of that Day was come, 
I ſay, upon which afſoon as the King and Prince, toge- 

ther with the Queen and her Ladies, and all the Lords 

and Peers were come into the Houſe of Lords, and the 
whole Houſe of Commons were come up into the ſame 
Room to attend his Majeſty, it was intended that 
fatal Blow ſhould have been given, of which what 
would have been the diſmal and direful Efic&ts I had 
=; = rather 
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rather leave it to every mans fancy to Imagin than 
vainly indeavour to Expreſs, what would have been 
indeed beyond all expreſſion. But thanks be to our 
great and good God,that it never arrived to any other 
exiſtence but what it had in their Intention, and what 
it hath now in our Imagination. For that #9 cuwya 
that ſevere all-ſeeing eye of the Divine Juſtice and Pro: 
vidence, which had - upon this-Embrio of darkneſs 
from the firſt Conception until all its Limbs were 
formed, and framed, and faſhioned, did then, even 
then when it was come unto the Birth, and was read 


ro be brought forth, ſuddenly, and ſtrangely, and al- 


moſt as much to ours as their amazement, diſcover it, . 


or rather made. it diſcover it ſelt ; ſo that it was ſtopr, 
it was {mother'd, it was ſtifled ; it- was buried in its 
own Vault, in that infernal Womb wherein it was 
conceived. And thus the ſnare was broken and we were 
delivered even before we knew the Danger we were in; 


which was ſo much the greater, becauſe we had no | 


Apprehenſion at all of ir, and conſequently no hu- 
mane Poſlibility to prevent it, to avoid it, or todeli. 
ver our ſelves from it... And therefore what we could 
not poſſibly do for our ſelves, God himſelf was plea- 


ſed at.that time to da for us without any concurrence - 


of our own towards-it. But we muſt not think be- 
cauſe it was ſo once, it will be ſo always, orthat we 


ſhall always be ſaved by Miracle, neither muſt we - 
think becauſe we haye eſcaped one, that therefore we - 
are ſecure from all dangers, or that we may not poli. 


bly be in as great danger now, or at another time, as 
we were then, becaule.we do not ſee it, nor fear-ir, 


nor ; 
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nor ſulpect-ic; for we did not lee it, nor fearit, nor 
ſuſpe& it then neither. But rather ro.conſider, Whether 
this Barbarous Deſign ( conſidering who were the Con. 
trivers of it, and Afors in it ) were not the product 
of all, or ſome of thoſe Do&rines before ſpecified, and 
proved to be the DoEtrines of thoſe that govern in the 
Church of Rome. Secondly, Whether the ſame Cauſes 
are not likely at ſome time or other to produce the 
ſame or the like Effets. Thirdly, Whether we may 
not in Conſcience, and ought not in Prudence, to pre- 
yent the ſowing and growing of ſuch Tares amongſt 
our Wheat, of fuch Dotrines, in our Church. 1 pre- 
ſume no man here doubts but we may and ought todo 
ſo; eſpecially .conſidering that none of theſe Do- 
Rrines, which.are and will be always the ſeeds of Se- 
dition, Conſpiracies and Rebellion, are yet diſclaumed by 
any declaratory Sentence cither of Council or of Pope, 
-but are ſtill avowed and maintained by the prevailing 
party-in that Church : nay, conſidering likewiſe that 
this horrible Conſpiracy it lelf, the Gunpowder-Treaſon, 
-hath not .been as yet ever branded with any note of 
Infamy or Deteſtation ſer upon it by any publick Au- 
thority of the Church, but rather magnified and glo- 
rified by ſuffering, Garnett and Oldcorne to be pur into 
the Martyrology, or Catalogue of Martyrs by the Jeſu- 
its., which they durſt not have done without the Popes 
knowledg, and conſent to it; which muſt argue 
his approbation of ic, though he did not make a Pane- 
gyrick Oration in praiſe of thele Traytors, as Sixtus 
Quintus did in praiſe of Fryar Clement for killing Henry 
he III. King of France, becauſe that was proſperum ac 
| elix 


PO 
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fekx ſcelus and this was but anAttempt only:confider+ 
ing theſe things, I ſay, no mancan blame us for look- 
ing as well as we can to our ſelves, and providing as 
well as we can for our own ſecurity fromthe danger 


of luch Prafiiſes, which we have experimentally found 


to be the fruit of ſuch DofFrines. And therefore from 
the fe of this Touchſtone by way of Diſcovery, I come- 


tothe He we are to make of it by way of Cantion. 
And I will give it you in the words of our Saviour 

himſelf, ITegorgele > 1 Jeulrmgpprlar, Beware of falſe 

| Prophets, yea, though chey come to you in [beeps cloa- 


Uſe IL. 


thing, as if they and none bur they were of Chriſts fold, 


whereas inwardly and indeed ( faith he) they are 
not only Wolves, but ravening Wolves, that is ſuch 


as intend co make a Prey of you, and by their fruits. 


( ſaith he ) you ſhall know them, that is, by their teach. 
ing ſuch Dodrines as are inconſiſtent with Peace, and 
rending to the ſtirring up of ftrifes, and to the em- 
broyling ob Kingdoms and Sctartes in dilcord and dil- 


ſention, which is an Evidence that they are not of a. 
Lamb-like, bur of a Woolviſh nature and dilpoſition.. 


Try them therefore by this Touchſtone in my Text 
which. will never fail you. The name of Catholick 
may' be falſly aſſumed , Univerſal Tradition may be 
fallly alledged, the Churches Ifallibility may be falſly 
pretended, Miracles may be fraudulently forged, nay 
che Word of God it ſelf may be fallly interpreted, or fal- 
laciouſly applied. But Gods nature can never be chan- 
ged ; he is the God of Peace, and therefore he is not nor 
Ever Was, nor ever can be the Author of Confufion, nor 


of any Dofrine or Pratiiſe tending to Confulton. Mark 


therefore, 
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therefore, ſaith Paul, thoſe that cauſe Diviſions among yog 
and avoid them. Mark them, I ſay, and {ct ſome mark 
upon them that others may know them and ayoid 
them-alſo4 For of this ſort, as this ſame Apoltletells 
us, 2 Tim. 3. 6. are they who creep into Houſes and lead 
captive filly Women laden with ſins, and led away with divers 
luſts; tollowing herein the Devils method, beginning 
as he did with the weaker Veſſels, and hoping tohave 
the ſame ſucceſs as he had in ſeducing our Adams by 
our Eves. And thus going up and down and converting 
( as they ſay ) but Fong (as St. Paul ſaith, Tit.1. 
11.) whole Houſes they do by little and little under- 
mine ſuch Churches and States, as are not built upon 
their own foundation. 

And yetI will nor ſay (as St.' Paul ſaith, Gal. 5. 12.) 
opeagy © dmoglorley of aragu antvles vage, I would they were even 
cut off that trouble you, or that cauſe troubles amongſt 
you : No, God is my witneſs before whom ſtand, ir 
15 not their Perſecution, but our own Preſeryation that 
Icontend for. For as I differ from them in many 
other Opinions, ſo do I in this alſo, that It is lawful to 
put men-to death for any diſſent in opinion ,. though it be in 
matters-of Faith, ſo it be but in opinion only---And 
yet no-doubt it is lawful by all Laws Humane and Di- 
Vine for any Society of men to ſecure themſelves by all 
juſt means from thoſe whom they have juſt cauſe to 
be affraid of, and conſequently trom thoſe who 
teach ſuch D.&trines as are practically deſtruive 
either to humane Society in general, or to this or 
that Society in particular. Ic behoves us therefore 
In order to our own preſervation, and in order to the 


preſer- 
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preſervation of the preſent Government both in 
Church and State to take care, it may not be in their 
power to make any change or alteration in it. For 
when it is in their power they profeſs they are obliged 
rodoit. And if you ask them why the Primitive Chr. 
ſtians did not depole or rebell againlt either the Pagan 
or Arrian Emperors (that is ) againſt Infidel or He- 
retical Princes, Bellarmines anſwer is quia deerant Yires, 
becauſe they were not enow , or had not power 
enough todo it. And Pope Gregory the X11. faithin 
excule of the Engliſh Roman Catholicks for nor putting 
Pope Pius the V's. Bull in execution againſt Queen 
Elizabeth, by taking Arms againſt her , and depoſing 
of her, that they were not obliged rebus ſic ftantibus in 
regard of their preſent weakneſs, but would be obli- 
ged ſo ſoon as they were able todo it : (Tortura Torti, 
Pay 5.) 50 thatif either the (ardinal, or the Pope him. 
{elt knew the DoCtrine of their own Church, no Pro. 
teſtant Prince or State can, morally ſpeaking, be ſecure 
from the generality of their Popiſh Subje&s any longer 
than they are in ſuch a condition, as that they cannot 
hurt them. From the generality, I ſay, of {uch Sub- 
jects, Ido not ſay from all of them, for I know there 
be many of them very worthy and loyal Perſons, and 
{uch as have hazarded, and will hazard their lives 
again for the defence of their King and of their Country 
as frankly as any of our own Religion, when there 
ſhall be cauſe for it ; at leaſt they are for the preſent 
reſolved to do ſo, and do unteignedly believe them- 
ſelves when they profeſs they will do ſo; But Dic mihi, 
cum fueris tu Leo, qualis eris? Alas! how dothey know 


whether 
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whether they ſhall be always of che ſame mind or no? 
Are they not liable to temptation as well as other 
men, or can they tell how or to what degree, Abili- 
ty, and Opportunity, and hope of Impunity, nay, 
of meriting a Crown of glory, rogether with the in- 
cerpoſition of the Popes Authority, may work _ 
them ? and therefore that neither they may be led in- 
ro temptatiou nor we be expoſed to the danger which 
otherwiſe we may in realon expect from them ; the 
beſt way for us and them too will be, at leaſt, topre- 
vent the Growth and Increaſe of them,either in Num- 
ber, or in Power; for if they increaſe in Number, 
they will inceaſe in Power ; and if they increaſe in 
Power, they will increaſe in Number alſo : which 
becauſe it is already provided for by the Kings moſt 
gracious Anſwer to the Petition of both his Houſes of 
Parliament to that purpoſe, I ſhall no longer inſiſt 
upon it. Only I will add for the juſtifying of our 
Laws that are made againſt thoſe of the Romyſh Party, 
that if they ſeem ſomewhat to have a more watchful 
Eye, or to hold ſomewhat a ſtricter Hand over 
them, eſpecially in jealous times, they are to blame 
themſelves and not us for it, who could do no lefs 
than we have done to ſecure our ſelves from them : 
or rather indeed it is their own holy Father the Pope, 
whom both they and we ate to complain of, for ne. 
ceſlitating us to deal more hardly than otherwiſe we 
ſhould do with them, and them to ſuffer more than 
otherwiſe they* ſhould do from us, by prohibiting 
them to take the Oaths eicher of Supremacy or Allegiance ; 
and conſequently prohibiting them alſo either to ac- 


knowlcdg 
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knowledg the Kings Sovereign Power over all his 
own Subje&s within his own Dominions, which is 
aſſerted in the former; or to ſecure the King of their 
indiſpenſable Loyalty and Obedience which is promi-. 
ſed inthe latter. And truly. why any Roman Catholick 
may not without any prejudice to his Conſcience take 
cither, or both of theſe Oaths, I ſee no other reaſon 
but the Popes prohibicion only : I am ſure that of the 
two which is moſt ſtuck at, I mean the Oath of Supre- 
macy, was made, and given and taken by thoſe of the 
Romiſh Religion in Henry the VIIT's. time : bur one of 
all the Biſhops ( which was Fiſher Biſhop of Roche- 
fter) refuſing ic; and ſome of the moſt eminent of 
them in parts, and place writing for it : namely, 
Gardiner Biſhop of Wimcheſter in his Book De ver obe- 
dientia , prefaced by Bonner Biſhop of London, who 
certainly were both of them as learned and as zealous 
Roman Catholicks as any were at that time of their Or- 
der in this Kingdom, I might add and as great perſe- 
cutors of the Proteſtants and of the Proteſtant Religion 
alſo : ſo that unleſs the Pope hath made a new Arcicle 
of Faith ſince, not only the Oath of Allegiance, but the 
Oath of Supremacy likewiſe, may be taken by any Ro- 
maniſt without Hereſie.----But of this enough, and 
therefore I ſhall cloſe up a# with the third and 
laſt Uſe I ſhall make of this Keahezoy at this time, 
Via; 


ous God, firſt tor, delivering the King, the Nobility, 
and the Gentry that then were, and conſequently the 
King, the Nobility, and the Gentry that now are, who 
E- 2 were 


With a Thanksgiving unto our good and molt praci- [{/e II. 
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were then in the Loins of their Progenitors from that 
fatal Blow, which would at once have deſtroyed 
them, and all that were to come of. them. Second- 
ly, For delivering the whole Nation from the conſe. 
quences of that Blow, which would have been the 
enſlaving of us all, ( the King himſelf not excepted ) 
in our Perſons, in our Purſes, and in our Conſciences, 
ro the Tyrannical Uſurpation of the Papacy : the in- 
rolerable yoak whereof our Anceſtors for ſo many 
hundreds of years did groan under. Thirdly, and laſt. 
ly, Weare to thank God and to congratulate with one 
another for the Preſervation of our Church, from thar, 
and all other Deſigns, and Conſpiracies againſt it : 
for the preſervation of our Church (I ſay ) which as 
it was reformed at firſt (as the Temple of Fleruſalem 
was built, without noiſe of Axesand Hammers) 
without Tumult, Sedition, or Rebellion, being in- 
troduced by Sovereign Authority and Advice of the 
Reverend Clergy, and with the Conſent of the Nobil;- 
ty and Repreſentative Body of the whole Kingdom ; ſo 
ſhe hath ever ſince continued a Mother of peace, and 
peaceable Children, whom ſhe trains up in humble 
Obedience tothe King, and to the Laws without teach- 
ing them, or ſuffering them to teach any thing, where. 
by the People may be incouraged either to deſpiſe the 
one\ or.to ref1lt the other. 

And this indced is the peculiar Glory of the Church 
of England, that ſhe, and no other Church but ſhe, 
hath plainly and poſitively declared unto the World 
without Jfs or Ands, or any other clauſe, or words 


of cxception or reſervation, that It is not lawful for 
Subjetts 
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SubjeRs ſeverally, or joyntly, or in any capacity whatſoever, 
to take up Arms, or to joyn With any that do take up Arms, 
etther finſove or defenſive againſt Sovereign Authority, or 
without Commiſſion from Sovereign Authority, in any caſe, 
for any cauſe , or upon any either pretended or real provoca- 
tion, and leaſt of all upon the account of Religion , becauſe 
that were in termins,or in plain terms to contradict the 
Apoſtle in my Text, by making God the Author of 
Confuſion and not of Peace. 

For whatPeace could there be among Chriſtians, if ic 
were lawful forSubjefs to riſe up or toconſpire againſt 
their Sovereigns for defending or introducing of that 
which they call, or think to be the true Religion? For 
every man and Sect of men takes theirown Religion 
tobe the trueſt, otherwiſe they would nor, nay, they 
could not in earneſt be of it themſelves, ſo that if it 
were lawful for SubjeFs to take Arms, or to attempt 
any thing againſt the State, or preſent Government, 


for that which they think co be the true Religion, all 


States and Kingdoms muſt needs be always embroyl. - 


ed in CivilWars; becaule there is no State or Kingdom 
but it hath ſome (I am ſure ours hath many ) of ſe- 
veral Religions 1n it ; who might all as well as any 


» 


rake Arms upon this account againſt their Sovereign, . 


whocan be but of one Religion himſelf. It it be repli- 
ed that though the Sovereign canbe bur of one Religion 


himſelf, yer there may be a Toleration given of all the 


reſt ; I conteſs there may be ſo, but not without ex- 
treme hazard ( as I humbly .conceive ) both to the 
Religion and Perſon of the Sovereign., *Tis true, that 
all of all Religions cry out for Liberty of Conſciz:::2 until 


they 


—— 
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they themſelves are in poſſeſſion of the Sovereign 
power,and then they will give none to others: Witneſs 
the praGtiſe of thoſe of the Church of Rome, during 
Queen Maries Reign here in England, and at this day 
in Spain and Italy, and wherelocyer elſe the Romiſh 
Religion is in its full power : Witneſs likewiſe the pra. 
Ciſe of the ſeveral SeFaries in their ſeveral turns of 
governing in the late Changes here at home, when 
there was none of them: that did not, or would not 
have ſuppreſſed all other Se&s but their own, as much 
as they did, if it had been in their power. The beſt 
and ſafeſt way therefore for Prince, State and People, is 
to profeſs, protect, cheriſh and allow of that Religion, 
and that only which allows of no rifing'up againſt, er 
reſiſting Sovereign Power, no not in its own defence, 
ner upon any other account whatſoever ; which moſt 
' Chriſtian, and moſt Orthodox Profellign, if thoſe of the 
Romiſh, and thoſe of other Perſwations that live a- 
mong us, . but are not of us, would make as frankly, 
and as ingenuouſly and as {incerely as we do, though 
it would not preſently reconcile all other Differences 
betwixt us and them, yer it would perhaps be enough 
to make us live peaccably, and charicably, and ſecure. 
ly cogether, Mr Fear or Jealouhie of one another, 
which would be a good ſtep towards an Accommoda- 
tion of all other Controverſies betwixt us in time alſo: 
which 1s all that I have to lay ar this time upon this 
Occaſion : only let me intreat you all to joyn with 
me in this ſhort Prayer to God the Father. 

That all who are called by the name of his Son, all 
Chriſtians may through the powerful inſpiration, and ope- 
ration 
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ration of his Holy Spirit, be brought to agree mm the Truth 
of his Holy Word, and to live together in Unity and God- 
ly Love. That there be no more FHereſies , nor no more 
Schiſms , no more SeFts , nor no more Fattions, no more 
Controverſies, nor no more Scandals, nor no more Wars, 
Seditions, Conſpiracies , or Rebellions amongſt Chriſtians, 
- but that all of us in our ſeveral Places and Stations may 
indeavour to adorn our holy Profeſſion by an holy Life and 
Converſation , that ſo we may be no longer Chriſtians in 
name only but in deed. Amen. 


FINIS. 


